TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS     SCHOOL

a doctor, nurse or child psychologist have done much to
influence parents upon questions of sleep, nutrition and
the treatment of behaviour difficulties. In some guilds,
courses of story-telling or simple handwork have been
organised; in others, afternoon classes in children's
dressmaking, sick nursing and first-aid are held. In
all these ways, the school attempts to influence the treat-
ment of the child in the home; but the idea of an
"association" is a reciprocal one, and parents are
encouraged to share in the life of the school. Parents'
committees often undertake to manage such school
affairs as the sale of school blazers, dresses and caps;
the organisation of a "jumble" sale for the benefit of
the school fund; or, in a poor district, they may help to
run a "boot" club.

When help is needed for school functions, 'such as a
celebration or school play, both fathers and mothers
arc glad to offer it, e.g. in the making of scenery, play
dresses and properties.

Nor is the "social service" aspect of school life
neglected, for many Parents' Associations are actively
interested in the work of giving friendly sympathy and
tangible help to schools in poor areas, by means of gifts
of clothes, toys, Christmas parties and excursions into
the country during the summer.

For the parents, the " Guild" often means a new and
stimulating interest in life; for the teachers, it is, of
course, an additional demand upon their tirne and
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